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Rakesh Sharma all for
greening arid areas

Hybrid autorickshaw contest concludes at SRM University
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WINNING COMBINATION: Squadron Leader (retired) Rakesh Sharma; Bob Hiensch, Ambassador of the
Netherlands; and P.Sathyanarayanan, Vice-Chancellor of SRM University; with the team from Han

University, the Netherlands, that won the first place in a contest held at the university, on Saturday.
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Special Correspondent

TAMBARAM: Squadron Leader
(retired) Rakesh Sharma, the
first Indian to travel in space
25 years ago, has vowed to
re-forest India, the first phase
of which would be launched
in 3 arid districts around Ban-
galore on August 15.
Mr.Sharma, a former pilot
of Indian Air Force, while
speaking at the valedictory
function of a hybrid autorick-
shaw contest and exhibition
at SRM University, Kattanku-
luthur, on Saturday evening,
said that the foremost objec-
tive behind the project is to
create forests in arid areas
and to hand over these newly
created forests to women.
Elaborating further, he
said they have identified 22
varieties of trees and will be
creating ‘seed balls’ (tradi-
tionally called “beejams”) of
the same. These seed balls,
based on the Japanese meth-

od, will be caged in natural
nutrients and once sowed,
they will have a higher surviv-
al rate.

Mr.Sharma said that Indi-
an Space Research Organisa-
tion will help in
photographing the arid zones
of India for this project and
they will also be working
along with the Centre.

He said that Citizen Posi-
tive Movement will be taking
the lead in this initiative and
the first phase of the project
“million beejams” will be
launched in 3 arid districts
around Bangalore on Inde-
pendence Day. The pilot pro-
ject will spread over 300
square kilometres, Mr.Shar-
ma added.

Stating that the present
centre of global economy is in
Europe, he said it is gradually
moving East and that the
West found it cheaper to start
industries in India and other
countries owing to cheaper

cost of production. He
warned that this could at the
same time, lead to disaster
owing to various factors in-
cluding a rise in disposable
income among  others,
Mr.Sharma added.

Speaking on the occasion,
Bob Hiensch, Ambassador of
the Netherlands to India, said
the present volume of trade
between the two nations was
4 billion Euros and the target
was to double it in four years.

While wooing the Indian
business community to invest
in Netherlands, he said his
nation offered tremendous
potential in the fields of in-
formation and communica-
tion . technology,
biotechnology, agriculture,
infrastructure and logistics,
medical and water technolo-
gies.

P.Sathyanarayanan, Vice-
Chancellor of the University,
said they would be establish-
ing a SRM University Indus-

trial Estate and invite the
private sector to set up units
so that professionals could in-
teract with students and fac-
ulty. p
He said they planned to
make the hybrid autorick-
shaw contest and exhibition,
an annual event.

Seven universities from the
Netherlands and India took
part in the contest. In the
two-stroke  category, the
team from Han University,
Arnhem in the Netherlands
secured the first prize while
the host university won the
first prize in the four-stroke
category.

The event is organised
jointly by the Netherlands-
based Enviu and Context In-
dia. Among others who spoke
on the occasion were Pradeep
Esteves, Director of Context
India, Stef Van Dongen, Di-
rector of Enviu, Biju Mohan-
das and Country Business
Manager of Acumen Fund.
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Vast scope in I1, auto. medical spheres
Netherlands woos

Indian investors

Chennai, July 26:
Dutch Ambassador to India Bob
Hiensch wooed the Indian business
community to invest in the Nether-
lands and use it as a gateway to
enter the European market.
Speaking at the valedictory func-
tion of Hybrid Auto Rickshaw con-
test and exhibition, organized by the
SRM University at its campus in
suburban Kattankulathur last night,
he said the Netherlands offers tre-
mendous potential in the fields of
ICT, biotechnology, agriculture, in-

frastructure and logistics, medical
technologies and water technolo-
gies.

He said, to be active in the
highend IT business, the Nether-
lands was the ideal place for invest-
ments as it offers excellent busi-
ness and investment climate, tax
wise, workforce, location and con-
nections. :

He said Dutch also offers great
possibilities for cooperation in cre-
ative industries, especially in de-
sign technology and automotive

sector. “Netherlands is the design
partner for India in 2010, he added.

He said though Holland does not
even have a Dutch brand car, his
country do make cars and trucks
for Mitsubishi (NedCar) and trucks
for Scania.

“More than 65 per cent of the
value in car production is created
by the suppliers and it is increas-
ing. Nearly 95 per cent of the auto-
motive companies in the Nether-
lands are suppliers. It is a big sec-
tor with more than 250 companies,

—— with a business volume of 17 bil-

lion dollars, employing 40,000
people”, he added.

Observing that the automotive
sector in the Netherlands was de-
veloping a strategy to enter Indian
market, Hiensch invited Indian en-
trepreneurs to have collaborations
with his country, which was the sec-
ond investment destination for In-
dian FDI.

"Despite economic downturn in
the world, the Netherlands attach
relative importance to India for the
growth of both the countries. India
as a potential market or investment
destination is increasing there are
possibilities for closer cooperations”
'he said. “This is the time to look
seriously at India for markets, effi-
ciency (outsourcing), production
(manufacturing) and for cooperate,
both in scientific and example de-
sign,” he added.
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VC sees need for interact
‘ en 1ndustry, academla

ot 'g Ehennai July 26:
Industry and academia must have
interaction as that would help in
employability of students, Vice-
‘Chancellor of SRM University P
Sathyanarayanan has said.

The'Vice-Chancellor was speaking
at the valedictory function of hybrid
autorickshaw contest and exhibition
at SRM University at Kattankulathur
near Chennai yesterday.

The participants in the contest de-
signed prototypes of upgrade sys-
tems for the existing autorickshaws
along with business plans for imple-
mentation. ; :

The jury comprised Satish Beella,
sustainable mobility expert, Thies
Timmermans, industrial designer,

Indian space man Rakesh Sharma Interacting with the participants at

hybrid autorickshaw contest and exhibition at SRM University at

Kattankulathur near Chennal yesterday. Ambassador of the Nether-
; lands to India Bob Hiensch and SRM University Vice- Chancellor P

and Chris Klok, senior engineer for

Pal-V. Seven universities from the Sathyanarayanan are also present.

Netherlands and India took part in  University won the first prize in the The Vice-Chancellor said there
the contest. In the two-stroke cat-  four-stroke category. were plans to make the hybrid
egory, the team from Han Univer- The event was organised jointly autorickshaw contest and exhibition
sity, Arnhem, the Netherlands se- by the Netherlands-based Enviu an annual event. Indian space man
cured the first prize while the SRM  and Context India, . Rakesh Sharma also spoke.
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HYBRID AUTO RICKSHAW SHOW 2009
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HYBRID AUTO RICKSHAW SHOW 2009

crqh;;‘g}aaré. uda.mtd pen LGl ‘
sanar  Nuled 4 avyCrrs el
mmhw u&no.w M .




